
a new fine art exhibit at

Tampa International Airport

featuring the works of

Matthew Cicanese



Matthew Cicanese (Cheek-Ah-Nay-Zay) is an 
award-winning documentary artist and National 
Geographic Explorer from Dade City, FL who 
has practiced the art of photography for over 
14 years. Matthew’s work has been featured 
globally in esteemed publications including 
Photo District News, BBC Earth, New Scientist, 
& as the cover of World Wildlife Magazine’s 
2018 Fall Issue. You can find Matthew’s work 
many places around the world, from gallery 
walls to textbooks in the classroom, where 
it inspires his audience to be more cognizant 
of the details found around our planet.
 
Matthew’s documentary and editorial work 
examines the intersection of art, science, and the 
innate connections that humans hold with the 
natural world. He creates images which illuminate 
the life forms that exist in the periphery of 
humankind – yet hold critical significance to our 

planet. In 2015 Matthew was named a finalist for 
the Atkins CIWEM Environmental Photographer 
of the Year Awards for his work, and he is an 
Associate Fellow with the iLCP (International 
League of Conservation Photographers).
 
Matthew works with nonprofits & other entities 
around the world to produce imagery with 
engaging stories for global audiences. When he’s 
not working on his next big project, Matthew 
enjoys hosting private photography retreats around 
the world and going for local hikes in his new 
home just outside of the Washington DC region.
 
To learn more about Matthew’s work, 
visit his website (EarthUpClose.com) and 
his Instagram (@MatthewCicanese).

MATTHEW CICANESE
Photographer & Explorer



As I wander through the woodlands and I 
ponder on the notion of “memento mori” 
(the practice of reflection on mortality), I find 
myself humbled to experience the events and 
beauty before me at that very moment in time. 
Time and again I have come to realize that my 
connection with these spaces, lifeforms, and the 
act of illuminating them with my camera creates 
a new sensory connection for me. This innate 
bond arose from my childhood connection with 
our planet, as viewed through a looking glass.
 
‘Earth Up Close’ is a collection of works that 
illuminates, educates, and celebrates the 
clockwork species behind the stage that enables 
life itself. My hope is for these works to unearth 
your childhood sense of curiosity, inspire you to 
marvel at the details of our planet, and share a 
window into the worlds within our world – that 
are more important than we can ever understand.

These works will take you around the world, 
from Tampa Bay to the wildlands of Iceland. 
This collection comprises three ongoing series 
in my efforts…. The first series titled ‘Cosmos’ 
explores the sensation of grandeur across 
different magnitudes. It invites viewers to explore 
the details, textures, colors, and elements 
that make up these striking worlds that have 
much to offer to the viewer. The second series 
titled ‘Apollo’ consists of signature works that 
explore the notion of being immersed in those 
subject’s worlds, and on their level. The final 
series titled ‘Ghosts’ explores the idea of crypsis, 
and I’d like to let that series speak for itself.

ABOUT THE SHOW
Artist Statement

When I look upon our planet, I see a cosmos of microcosms. Each one  
holds an ever-increasing beauty and complexity beyond our comprehension 
as a species. 
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1 Labyrinthian Explorer, 2017, Apollo Series -
A small, labyrinthian explorer maneuvers between the living filigree of lichens and mosses growing upon a single twig in 
a wetland. Between her jaws, she carries her treasure… a single springtail approximately the size of this period.

2 Skyline, 2018, Apollo Series -
A sweeping blanket of light from a long-exposure reveals an amazing fungi skyline growing atop the soil in the forest at 
night.

3 Portrait of Anolis, 2016, Apollo Series -
A male Carolina Anole (Anolis carolinensis) displays its sharp teeth, bright green scales, and large eye. These small lizards 
are native to Florida, and spend most of their time high up in the tree canopy so other lizards won’t predate them.

4 Quercus Crypsis, 2017, Ghost Series -
A small spider waits for prey to pass by on its tree trunk, where it effortlessly blends in with the surrounding bark and 
lichens.

5 Guardians, 2015, Apollo Series -
Two ants work together to check on their “flock”… a group of small leafhoppers. Leafhoppers are in the cicada family, 
and ants have a symbiotic relationship with them, whereby the ants protect them in turn for sugary secretions as 
rewards.

6 Singularity, 2016, Apollo Series -
A clutch of vibrant pink eggs from a channeled apple snail (Pomacea canaliculata) is glued to the side of an oak tree in 
a flooded Florida forest after heavy rains. Although mesmerizing and beautiful, these non-native snails pose a threat to 
native snail species in Florida by competing for resources.

7	 Continuum, 2016, Cosmos Series -
A vast expanse of symbiotic lifeforms (lichens) create a thin, living veneer upon the rocks on Earth’s most Moon-like 
surface. Before the Apollo missions, the astronauts trained for their journey in the land of ice and fire (Iceland). 

8 Map of the Microcosm, 2016, Cosmos Series -
Green map lichen (upper-left) can live for centuries and even millennia. These long-lived species are the foundation for 
helping form soil on newly formed, barren landscapes of lava.

9 Komorebi Study 1, 2014, Apollo Series -
The word “Komorebi” is a Japanese word that roughly translates to ‘the interplay between sunlight and canopy leaves’ 
which results in a beautiful, dappled light in the forest. This is one of my favorite phenomena in nature.

10	 Martian	Tapestry, 2019, Cosmos Series -
Upon a Martian-like surface of red desert rock, a neon tapestry of life thrives. Lichens of all sizes, shapes, and colors call 
this seemingly-inhospitable place ‘home’.

11 Myco Metropolis, 2018, Cosmos Series -
A kaleidoscope of lichen species paint the surface of a rock upon the barren ground in Iceland. As time passes, other 
species join this microcosm to compete for space and resources.

12 Paulo Stellas, 2018, Cosmos Series -
Glistening with beauty like stars in the night sky, an array of colors and forms create a mosaic of living filigree upon the 
wooden docks of Northern Iceland.
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