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Context – Who are we?
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• Independent Special District of the State 
– Single business purpose government
– Own, operate all public airports in the 

County

• Federally Regulated
– Must be self-sustaining 
– Revenues can only be used at the 

airport & must be tied to airport 
purposes; cannot go to other 
community projects

– Operations and maintenance costs not 
funded by taxpayer dollars

Hillsborough County Aviation Authority
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HCAA Board Members

Treasurer Robert Watkins
Appointed: 2011

Chair Brig. Gen. Chip Diehl
Appointed: 2016

Vice Chair Gary Harrod
Appointed: 2013

Commissioner Harry Cohen
Appointed: 2022

Tampa Mayor Jane Castor
Appointed: 2019
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700 Employees
(approx.)

MICHAEL STEPHENS
CEO

Vice President of 
Internal Audit

Senior Executive 
Assistant to the CEO

CHRIS MINNER
Chief Commercial Officer
Air Service Development, Real 
Estate, Commercial Parking, 
Concessions, and Communications, 
Marketing & Strategy

DAMIAN BROOK
Chief Financial Officer

Finance, Procurement, 
Capital Programs and ITS

JOHN TILIACOS
Chief Operating Officer

Operations, Guest Experience, 
Public Safety, General 

Aviation, Human Resources, 
and Risk Management

SMITHA RADHAKRISHNAN
Chief Development Officer
Planning & Development and 

Maintenance

CYNJI LEE
Chief Legal Officer
Legal and Government 
Affairs & Community 
Relations, and Records and 
Information Compliance
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What’s Our History with Public Art?
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Origin + Evolution
Early Works from the 70’s Collection
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Other Early Works
Tapestries + Copper Birds
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How do the people who’re good at this do it?
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Benchmarking Grid
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How did TPA put it all together?
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• The Public Art collection reflects the abundant 
natural resources and rich cultural heritage of the 
region and celebrates the legacy of Tampa Bay as 
the birthplace of commercial aviation.

• Crafts a unique experience for the millions of 
travelers every year

• Enhances airport environment and provides 
cultural awareness and support for the arts

Vision and Purpose of TPA’s Public Art Program
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Greetings from Tampa Bay
by Sheryl Oring

Source: HCAA Policy P106
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City of Tampa Logo

Public Art Committee Members
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Ken Anthony
Former HCAA Board Member

Chris Minner
Chief Commercial Officer

Smitha Radhakrishnan
Chief Development Officer | P & D

Robin Nigh
Arts + Cultural Affairs Director

Margaret Miller
Professor and Director

Michael Tomor
Executive Director
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Klaudio Rodriguez
Executive Director

http://www.tampagov.net/dept_minority_business_development/information_resources/publications.asp
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Leesa Coller

Registered Architect Missouri; former Practice 

Leader, Designer, AIA, Leed Certified; semi-

retired, working full time currently

Hensel Phelps
HNTB Corporation
Gensler
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Jim Surguine
Director of Systems & Grounds, Maintenance

Matt DeLoatche
Sr. Mgr. of Planning & Design

Doug Wycoff
Sr. Mgr. of IT Innovation & Infrastructure

Laurie Noyes
VP of Concessions & Commercial Parking
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Public Art Recruitment & Selection Process
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500+ Artists

3 Artists + 2 Alternates
For Each Location

Outreach Step 1 Selections Step 1 Award

Adopt Ranking 
& Award

Stipend Agreements

Step 2 Selection

Recommended 
Selections 

& Alternates

Step 2 Award

Award Top Ranked
And

Adopt Ranking

Advertising
Meetings

Conferences
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HCAA Policy 106(P) – Public Art Committee
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file://nas/hcaa/Common/Mimi/Hanney/Public Art Phase 2/MT TR 3 ASD Entry Zone/Claudia Comte
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• Cultural & entertainment offerings distinguished 
several airports.  Among the most notable:  the 
public art program at Tampa International.  

Public Art Program Contributes to “World’s Best” Ranking
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• Tampa International Airport has one of the most 
ambitious airport public art programs in the 
United States. 
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Still Winning Awards
Local, National & International Enthusiasm for Public Art at TPA
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"The wonderfully witty idea of a scaled-up scene makes one 
smile and want to interact by taking a selfie at the first place, 

stimulating afterwards deeper reflection. An excellent example of 
public art project, combining joy, deep thought and site-specific 

approach.“
— TOMASZ URBANOWICZ, ArchiGlass

HOME nabs major international art award and People’s Choice honors
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• “We are always amazed to see the new, 
innovative artwork that the world’s leading 
artists come up with.”

Best of 2023:
Top 10 Art Installations Featured on My Modern Met
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Developing Policy to Implement Funding 
for Public Art into Construction Budgets 
Chris Minner | Chief Commercial Officer
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