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PURPOSE:  To establish procedures identifying specific fire safety standards and the Authority's 
inspection program for aviation fueling on Tampa International Airport. 
 
BACKGROUND:  Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) Part 139 requires all airports to establish 
airport f ire safety standards and a scheduled inspection program for all aviation fuel agents on the 
airport. 
 
The specific fire safety standards presented in this directive will serve to address the requirements of 
FAR Part 139 and are in addition to the Authority’s fire safety rules. 
 
For FAA certification purposes the fires safety standards presented in this Directive will be the 
specific concern of the inspection program for all airport tenant fueling agents.   
 
MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR AVIATION FUEL STORAGE, HANDLING AND 
DISPENSING: 
 
A. City of Tampa Fire Code 
 

All persons will be in compliance with the City of Tampa Fire Code as currently adopted by 
the National Fire Protection Association (NFPA) Part 407. 

 
 B. Fuel Farm and Storage Areas 
 

1. Overall 
 

a. Will be fenced and signed to reduce chance of unauthorized entry or 
tampering. 

 
b. Will be posted with flammable and no smoking signs. 

 
c. Will be free of materials, equipment, functions and activities which would be 

an ignition source. 
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2. Fuel Tanks 

 
Will be equipped with accessible fire extinguishers which meet or exceed NFPA 
Standard 407 having at least a 20-BC rating. 

 
3. Piping 
 

Will be underground or protected from damage by surface vehicles. 
 
4. Hoses, Nozzles and Overflow Connectors 

 
Will be controlled by spring-loaded, non-bypassable automatic dead man fuel flow 
cutoff feature capable of overriding all other controls and stopping, with one physical 
movement, all fuel flow. 

  
5. Electrical Equipment, Switches and Wiring 

 
a. Will be reasonably protected from heat, abrasion or other impact which could 

cause failure of insulation, open spark or other ignition source. 
 

b. Will be of a type or design approved for use according to NFPA standards. 
 

6. Grounding and Bonding Equipment 
 

Will be available to provide that piping, filters, tanks and electrical components are 
electrically bonded together and interconnected to form an adequate electrical 
ground. 

 
7. Unloading Docks and Stations 

 
a. Will be equipped with accessible fire extinguishers meeting standards of 

NFPA Standard 407. A minimum of two, each having at least a 20-BC 
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rating. 
 
 

b. Will be equipped with bond and ground wire and appropriate connector 
clamp for bounding tankers. 

 
8. Loading Docks and Stations 

 
a. Will be equipped with accessible fire extinguishers meeting standards of 

NFPA Standard 407.  A minimum of two, each having at least a 20-BC 
rating. 

 
b. If a top load system, it will be equipped with metallic drop tube having anti-

splash fuel deflector long enough to reach bottom of deepest fueler tank. 
 

c. Will be equipped with a deadman control. 
 

d. Will be equipped with boldly marked emergency fuel shutoff. 
 

e. Will be equipped with bonding wire and appropriate connector clamp for 
bonding fueler vehicles. 

 
C. Mobile Fuelers, Fueling Pits and Fueling Cabinets 
 

1. Overall 
 

a. Will be marked to prohibit smoking with letters at least three inches high on 
all sides and inside crew compartment to show danger, flammability, 
standard hazardous material placard with identification number. 

 
b. If at fixed location, such as the pit or fueling cabinet, it will be equipped with: 

 (1) at least one boldly marked emergency fuel shutoff clearly visible and 
accessible from all normal fueling stations; and (2) fire extinguishers as 
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required by NFPA Standard 407 accessible during fueling operations. 
 

c. If a mobile fueler, it will be equipped with: (1) a system capable of 
overriding all other controls and stopping, with one physical movement, all 
fuel flow; and (2) fire extinguishers as prescribed by NFPA Standard 407.  At 
least one for a hydrant vehicle and at least two for a tank vehicle, each having 
at least a 20-BC rating. For a tank vehicle, each extinguisher will be 
accessible from a different side. 

 
d. Will contain no feature that would allow fuel or concentrated fumes to 

contact during normal operations, overfilling or other spill exhaust system, 
hot exhaust gasses or any other ignition source. 

 
e. If equipped with internal combustion engine, it will be equipped with air 

filter and spark arrestor and a leak-free exhaust system terminating in a 
standard baffled original equipment type muffler. 

 
2. Fuel Tanks 
 

a. Will be closed and equipped with gasket dome covers (1) which contain a 
three pounds per square inch emergency vapor pressure relief valve and (2) 
which are adequate to prevent fuel spillage during vehicle movement and 
influx of water anytime. 

 
b. Will be equipped with tank bottom outflow cutoff valve that can block fuel 

flow and spill in event of piping rupture or other valve failure. 
 

3. Piping 
 

Will be reasonably protected from impact and stress which could cause rupture or 
fuel spillage. 

 
4. Hoses, Nozzles and Connectors 
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Will be controlled by a deadman flow cutoff feature. 

  
 

5. Electrical Equipment and Wiring Hoses, Nozzles and Connectors 
 

a. Will be reasonably protected from heat, abrasion or other impact which could 
cause failure of insulation, open spark or other ignition source. 

 
 b. Will be of a type or design approved for use according to NFPA standards. 

 
6. Grounding and Bonding 

 
a. Is required to provide electrical continuity between all metallic or conductive 

components. 
 

b. If a mobile fueler, prior to making any fueling connection to the aircraft, the 
fueling equipment will be bonded to the aircraft by use of a cable, thus 
providing a conductive path to equalize the potential between the fueling 
equipment and the aircraft.  The bond will be maintained until fueling 
connections have been removed, thus allowing separated charges that could 
be generated during the fueling operation to reunite. 

 
c. If a pit or cabinet, it will be permanently electrically grounded. 
 

D. Fueling Personnel 
 

1. Training for Supervisory Personnel 
 

Supervisory personnel: 
 

a. For all aviation fueling agents, except for air carriers operating under FAR 
Part 121 or Part 135, will be required to show that at least one supervisor has 
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completed an aviation fuel training course that has been approved by the 
FAA administrator.  

 
 

b. Will be able to explain purpose of and safely perform periodic inspections 
and checks needed to keep equipment operational and functioning safely. 

 
c. Will understand and be able to explain what should be done when a required 

component of fuel farm, mobile fueler, pit or cabinet is inoperable. 
 

d. Will understand the basic fire triangle and be able to identify the more 
common ignition sources found on airports. 

 
e. Will understand and be able to explain what should be done if fuel leak or 

spill occurs. 
 

f. Will understand and be able to generally explain static-generation/retention 
misting of fuels and the dangers associated with filtering and pumping fuels 
to and from storage tanks, mobile fuelers and aircraft. 

 
g. Will understand and be able to explain the hazards of atmospheric electrical 

phenomena, including lightning and static charging of aircraft in flight. 
  

h. Will understand and be able to explain main features of proper firefighting 
technique using, and demonstrating use of, the fire extinguishers normally at 
fuel farms and on fuelers, pit  and cabinets. 

 
i. Will understand and be able to explain defueling procedures and precautions. 

  
j. Will maintain records of individual training and recurrent training. 

 
2. Training for Line Personnel 
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Line personnel:  
 

a. For all aviation fueling agents, except for air carriers operating under FAR 
Part 121 or Part 135, will be required to show that all employees who fuel 
aircraft, accept fuel shipments or otherwise handle fuel has received at least 
on-the job training in fire safety from the supervisor that has completed an 
aviation fuel training course that has been approved by the FAA 
administrator. 

 
b. Will be able to understand purpose of and safely perform periodic 

inspections and checks needed to keep equipment operational and 
functioning safely. 

 
c. Will understand what should be done when required component of fuel farm, 

mobile fueler, pit or cabinet is inoperable. 
 

d. Will understand the basic fire triangle and be able to identify the more 
common ignition sources found on airports. 

 
e. Will understand what should be done if fuel leak or spill occurs. 
 
f. Will understand static-generation and retention misting of fuels and the 

dangers associated with filtering and pumping fuels to and from storage 
tanks, mobile fuelers and aircraft. 

 
g. Will understand the hazards of atmospheric electrical phenomena, including 

lightning and static charging of aircraft in flight 
 

h. Will understand the main features of proper fire-fighting technique using, and 
demonstrating use of, the fire extinguishers normally at fuel farms and on 
fuelers, pit or cabinets. 

 
i. Will understand the dangers of defueling. 
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3. Clothing and Footwear 

 
Fueling personnel will be appropriately clothed.  Garments will be other than silk, 
polyesters, nylon with wool or other static generating fabrics; shoes containing no 
taps, hobnails or other material which could generate sparks on pavement. 

4. Other 
 

Fueling personnel will not carry on their persons at any time in, on or within 100 feet 
of any tank, dock, storage area, fueler or aircraft any igniting device, including safety 
matches, strike-anywhere matches, cigarette lighter or other items which could 
become ignition sources if operated, bumped, hit or dropped. 

 
5. Supervision 

 
Fueling personnel will be adequately supervised and periodically checked to ensure 
training and knowledge levels are maintained, all equipment and required 
components are kept fully operational, required periodic checks and inspections are 
made when due, required records are kept and that proper quantity and grade, clean, 
dry, on specification fuel is routinely delivered to the proper aircraft. 

 
6. Fuel Farm, Fueler and Pit Operations 

 
Fueling Staff: 
 
a. Will ensure that only qualified personnel are allowed to operate fuel farm or 

equipment or to fuel aircraft. 
 

b. Will ensure fueling is performed outside only, never in a building. 
 

c. Will ensure fuelers are never parked closer than 10 feet from each other, 50 
feet from any building or aircraft not being fueled or defueled and during 
loading and fueling operations, 100 feet from smokers or other visible 
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sources of ignition. 
 

d. Will ensure that before all unloading, loading, fueling and defueling 
operations are begun, all motors, engines, radios and other electrical and 
mechanical equipment, except only auxiliary power units not needed for that 
specific operation, are turned off and kept off. 

e. Will ensure that before opening any aircraft or fueler tank or commencing 
fueling operations and at all times during fuel transfer at least a bonding wire 
is connected between fueler being loaded and the loading dock ground or 
between the fueler, pit, cabinet and the aircraft being fueled. 

 
f. Will before commencing loading of any fueler or fueling any aircraft, ensure 

that all fuel farm, fueler, pit and cabinet equipment to be used is in good 
operating condition; that the tank and filter or filter/separator involved have 
been sumped in the previous 24 hours and that the fuel about to be loaded or 
pumped into the airplane is free of contaminants and of proper color, smell, 
feel and type and is clear and bright. 

 
g. Will ensure that mobile fueler loading and aircraft fueling is conducted only 

when the deadman control is operable and used to control fuel flow. 
 
h. Will ensure that fuel farm and all equipment are kept neat and free of trash or 

debris that could cause or contribute to fuel contamination or fire. 
 

i. Will ensure that all fire extinguishers area checked for charge and condition 
at least semi-annually. 

 
j. Will ensure that fuel service operations will be suspended when there are 

lightning discharges in the immediate vicinity of the airport. 
 
E. Fueler Records 
 

1. Fueler Staff and Supervisors 
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Fueler staff and supervisors will develop and maintain for at least 12 months records 
adequate to at least show: 

 
a. Checks and any subsequent corrective action taken made on equipment 

required by these standards. 
b. Training given and qualifications on achievements of all fueling staff on the 

airport. 
 

2. Inspections 
 

These records will be made available for inspection by the Authority or the FAA 
upon request. 

 
3. Proof of Training 

 
Each airport aviation fueling agent will be required to provide written proof to the 
Authority once a year that: 

 
a. At least one supervisor has completed an aviation fuel training course in fire 

safety that has been acceptable by the FAA Administrator. 
 

b. All other employees who fuel aircraft, accept fuel shipments or otherwise 
handle fuel will receive at least on-the-job training in fire safety from the 
supervisor who has completed an FAA approved course. 

 
G. Inspection Schedule 
 

Authority aircraft rescue and firefighting personnel will inspect each airport tenant fueling 
agent's fuel storage areas, mobile fuelers and fuel cabinets for compliance to the above fire 
safety fuel standards.  Quarterly safety inspections are conducted on or near January 1, April 
1, July 1 and October 1 of each year. 
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H. Inspection Forms 
 

Attached forms OP-103 and OP-104 are the safety survey forms that will be used for the 
quarterly and follow-up inspections.  The completed survey records will be maintained in the 
Director of Operations office for at least 12 months. 

 
I. Corrective Action 
 

Upon completion of any safety inspection, the inspector and the airport tenant fueling agent 
supervisor will discuss and sign the safety survey form.  The airport tenant fueling agent will 
be required to take immediate corrective action whenever notified of noncompliance with 
these standards.  A follow up inspection will be scheduled to confirm compliance.  If the 
corrective action is not accomplished within a reasonable period of time, the Authority will 
notify the FAA airport certification and safety section, in addition to other actions the 
Authority may take.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED:           /s/ John Wheat      DATE:        06/25/03   
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PURPOSE:   To establish procedures for personnel and vehicles to access movement and safety 
areas at Tampa International Airport in accordance with the airport’s rules and regulations. 
 
GENERAL: 
 
A. Air Operations Areas or AOA are: 
 
 Any area of the airport used or intended to be used for landing, takeoff, or the surface 

maneuvering of aircraft.  AOA areas include runways, taxiways, safety areas, aprons, ramps 
and aircraft parking areas. 

 
B. Movement Areas are: 
 
 All designated runways and taxiways at Tampa International Airport. 
 
C. Safety Areas are: 
 
 Areas abutting the edges of the runways and taxiways and as designated in the Airport's 

Certification Manual. 
 
PROCEDURE: 
 
A. Personnel desiring access to any active movement and safety areas must possess or be 

escorted by a person possessing a Movement Area Training (MAT) endorsement. 
 
B. Only vehicles authorized by the Senior Director of Operations and Public Safety or his 

designated representative may access the airport movement areas. 
 
C. The Authority will specifically restrict the issuance of MAT endorsement to: 
 

1. Personnel with direct operational need as determined by the Senior Director of 
Operations and Public Safety or his designated representative and; 

 
2. Personnel that have satisfactorily completed MAT. 
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MOVEMENT AREA TRAINING: 
  
A. All personnel requesting a MAT endorsement will be required to satisfactorily complete the 

Movement Area Training module of the Authority’s interactive employee training system.  
To obtain the MAT endorsement, personnel must successfully complete the MAT module, 
which includes video segments followed by correlated test questions.  Operations is 
responsible for developing and maintaining the intereactive employee training system.  

 
B. Any individual possessing a MAT endorsement will be required to document recurrency at 

the time of security badge renewal to retain the MAT endorsement.  MAT recurrency 
documentation acceptable to  Operations is a letter or memorandum from the authorized 
issuer on company/agency letterhead stationary stating the badge applicant has conducted 
practical experience and has operated independently within the movement areas during the 
previous badge period.  If the applicant has not satisfied the recurrency requirement and the 
authorized issuer still desires the MAT credential for that applicant, the authorized issuer 
must verify completion of the recurring training for Movement Area Training program for 
that individual. 

 
ENFORCEMENT: 
 
Those persons that fail to comply with the Movement Area Training Program and the provisions 
contained therein may be subject to removal from and denial of access to the airport as stipulated in 
the Authority’s Rules and Regulations for Tampa International Airport. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPROVED:             /s/ John Wheat     DATE:         06/25/03   
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PURPOSE:  To establish procedures to maintain compliance with Federal Aviation Regulation 
(FAR) Part 139 – Certification and Operations:  Land Airports Serving Certain Air Carriers 
governing the certification requirements applicable to Tampa International Airport.   
 
GENERAL:  FAR Section 139.327, Self-Inspection Program, requires inspection of the airport 
to ensure daily compliance, when required by any unusual condition such as construction 
activities or meteorological conditions that may affect safe air carrier operations and 
immediately after an accident or incident.  The Authority will provide 1) equipment for use in 
conducting safety inspections for the airport; 2) procedures, facilities and equipment for reliable 
and rapid dissemination of information between Authority personnel and air carriers; 3) 
procedures to ensure that qualified inspection personnel perform the inspections; and 4) a 
reporting system to ensure prompt correction of unsafe airport conditions noted during the 
inspection. 
 
PROCEDURES: 
 
A. Responsibility: 
 

1. Operations 
 

a. The Assistant Director of Operations (ADO) or the Airport Operations 
Specialist (AOS) will normally perform the facility inspections. 

 
b. Operations personnel will initiate requests for corrective action. 
 
c. Operations personnel will issue and cancel notice to airmen (NOTAMS) 

as required. 
 
d. Operations will maintain all applicable records of inspections for at least 

six months, showing conditions found and corrective actions taken.  
Operations will make these records available for inspection by the Federal 
Aviation Administration (FAA) upon request 
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2. Maintenance 

 
a. Maintenance will perform nighttime inspections of electrical circuits on 

aprons and taxiways and airfield signs at least semi-weekly. 
 
b. Maintenance will correct discrepancies during these inspections and will 

correct other discrepancies after receipt of notification from Operations 
either by telephone or written work order. 

 
B. Process: 
 

The regular daily inspections will normally be conducted during daylight hours and under 
good visibility conditions when aircraft activity is relatively low in order to minimize the 
impact on flight operations.  An airfield inspection report (Form # OP-18) will be 
completed daily and any discrepancies and work orders issued will be noted on the form. 
 
1. The daily airfield inspection will concentrate on the following areas: 

 
a. Pavement Areas  

 
i. Check pavement lips to ensure they are no greater than is 

necessary to allow water to drain off the pavement.  Lips may not 
exceed three inches. 

 
ii. Check for cracks wide enough to cause control problems for 

aircraft or pavement deterioration. 
 
iii. Check for holes and spalls that could cause control problems for 

aircraft.  Any hole that cannot be covered by a five inch circle, and 
the side slope at any point that exceeds three inches in depth and is 
greater than 45 degrees, is a violation. 

 
iv. Check the pavement for debris and vegetation growth. 
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b. Safety Areas  

 
i. Determine if there are any hazards such as ruts or humps in safety 

areas. 
ii. Check safety areas and verify that only required items such as 

signs or navigational aids are present. 
 
iii. Check the bases of such equipment and verify that they are at level 

grade and are frangible. 
 

c. Markings and Signs  
 

i. Check markings for correct color coding, peeling or obscuring due 
to rubber deposits. 

 
ii. Check signs and ensure they are not obscured. 
 
iii. Check the condition of all holding position lines for proper 

visibility. 
 

d. Lighting  
 

Verify continuity of the following circuits and report discrepancies to 
Maintenance: 
 
i. Runway and taxiway edge lights 
ii. Apron edge lights 
iii. Runway centerline and touchdown zone lights 
iv. Taxiway centerline lights 
v. Taxiway edge lights 
vi. Airfield guidance signs 
vii. Obstruction lights 
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e. Navigational Aids  

 
i. Verify the rotating beacon is operational 
ii. Check condition of wind cones 
iii. Check Runway End Identifier Lights (REILs), Visual Approach 

Slope Indicators (VASIs) and Precision Approach Path Indicators 
(PAPIs).  REILs for Runway 9-27, VASIs and PAPIs for Runway 
18R-36L discrepancies should be reported to FAA airways 
facilities.  REILs for Runway 36R discrepancies should be 
reported to Maintenance. 

 
f. Obstructions  

 
Check to ensure that construction equipment, especially cranes, are not 
obstructions.  If they are, verify that they are properly marked, lighted and 
that a NOTAM has been issued. 

 
g. Wildlife Hazard and Management  

 
Check for birds or other animals and signs of other problems such as 
flocks of birds on or near the airport. 

 
2. In addition to the daily inspection, a nightly inspection will be conducted for the 

purpose of verifying the status of electrical components such as runway edge 
lights, centerline and touchdown zone lights.  Inoperable fixtures will be noted 
and reported on the night inspection report (form #OP-117). 

 
Airfield mandatory signs will also be inspected each night.  A comprehensive 
inspection of all airfield guidance signs will be conducted at least weekly.  This 
information will be transmitted to Maintenance at the beginning of the next 
business day.  Every effort will be made to repair the inoperable mandatory signs 
before close of business that day. 
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C. Corrective Action: 

 
Conditions that require corrective action are recorded in the airfield inspection report.  
Routine items are forwarded to the Maintenance Work Control Center via a written 
maintenance work order.  A copy of the work order is retained in Maintenance. 
 
Items that require immediate correction are handled as an emergency and are relayed to 
the Maintenance Duty Coordinator via telephone or company radio.  Closure of any 
movement areas are immediately reported to the FAA air traffic control tower and a 
NOTAM will be issued promptly. 
 
Prior to returning any movement area to service, an ADO or AOS will visually verify that 
the work requested has been satisfactorily completed after receiving notification from 
Maintenance. 
 
In accordance with federal requirements, airfield inspections forms will be retained in 
Operations and work orders will be retained in Maintenance for a minimum of six 
months. Thereafter, all records will be retained in accordance with the Authority’s 
adopted records retention schedule.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

APPROVED:                  /s/ John Wheat      DATE:          02/20/08 
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Date        Time        Inspector(s)                           
 
Weather        TIS Station (1610 am)       
 
RUNWAYS     TAXIWAYS 
 
18R-36L      CL      TDZ       A           F         V       
 
9-27        A-7         G         V-3       
 
18L-36R      CL      TDZ       A-8         H         V-4       
 
       A-9         J        V-5       
AIDS 
       A-10         K        V-6       
*PAPI  18R                
WIND CONE  18R        A-11         L        W        
*PAPI  36L                
WIND CONE   36L        A-12         N        W-1       
*PAPI  9                
WIND CONE  9        A-13          N-1        W-2       
*PAPI  27                
WIND CONE  27        A-14         P        W-3    CL    
             
     B         Q        W-4    CL    
             
*PAPI  18L        B-6         R        W-5     CL    
WIND CONE  18L                
*PAPI  36R        B-7         S        W-6    CL    
REIL  36R                
WIND CONE  36R        B-8           S-1        W-7       
ROT. BEACON                  
     C         S-2        W-8       
             
     D         T        Y              
             
     E           U        Y-1       
             
             
TERMINAL RAMPS 
 
Airside A        Airside D        Drew Park Cargo Apron       
        
Airside B Ramp        Airside E        Maintenance Run-up Area       
        
Airside C        Airside F          
        
 

NOTES - DISCREPANCIES - WORK ORDERS ISSUED 
1.  Please refer to Nightly Airfield Inspection Report. 
      
 
*FAA Aid, inspect for operation only.   Report discrepancies to FAA Tracon Supervisor.  (Retain for 6 months from date in Operations Office.) 

 
OP-18                                                                                                                                                                       REV. 2-1-08 
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TAMPA  INTERNATIONAL  AIRPORT 
 

NIGHTLY  AIRFIELD  INSPECTION  REPORT 
 
DATE:   2/27/08     TIME:              INSPECTOR:  Andrew La Gala 

 

 
MANDATORY SIGNS : 
      

AIRFIELD LOCATION/DIRECTIONAL SIGNS : 
      

 
NOTES:              (Discrepancies, Work Orders Issued, etc.) 
      

ROTATING BEACON OPERATIONAL? 
                  YES      NO        

CC:   Electrical Maintenance 
           Rev. 2-1-08 
          OP-117   

   
 

CL 

  
 

TD 

  
 

EDGE 

  
 

THRESHOLD

 IN 
PAVEMENT 

GUARD 

  
ELEVATED 

GUARD 

  
 

REILs 
               
               
RUNWAY 18R-36L  0  0  0  0  0  0  N/A 
               
               
TAXIWAY W-3  0  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A 
               
               
TAXIWAY W-4  0  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A 
               
               
TAXIWAY W-5  0  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A 
               
               
TAXIWAY W-6  0  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A  N/A 
               
               
RUNWAY 18L-36R  0  0  0  0  N/A  N/A  0 
    (18L)          (36R) 
               
RUNWAY 9-27  N/A  N/A  0  0  N/A  N/A  N/A 
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LETTER OF AGREEMENT 
 

AIRPORT EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 
 
AGREEMENT HOLDERS: FAA Tampa Air Traffic Control Tower hereafter "Tower", 

City of Tampa Fire Rescue hereafter “TFR” and 
Hillsborough County Aviation Authority hereafter 
"Authority". 

 
EFFECTIVE:   October 6, 2003 
 
SUBJECT:   Tampa International Airport Emergency Procedures 
 
I. Purpose:  This agreement is between the Tower, TFR and the Authority.  It covers 

communications and emergency responses pertaining to operations on or in the 
vicinity of Tampa International Airport that are other than normal.  These include, but 
are not limited to the following events:  aircraft emergency, medical emergency, bomb 
threat against aircraft, bomb threat against premises and hijacked aircraft.   

 
II. Cancellation:  This agreement cancels the Tower, TFR and Authority Letter of 

Agreement dated June 10, 2002.   
 
III. Notification:   
 

A. For each type of emergency, Tower personnel will notify TFR via the 
Emergency Network Telephone Line (Netline) simultaneously alerting TFR 
Dispatcher, TFR Airport Fire Stations (East and West) and Authority 
Communications Center. 

 
B. Tower personnel will provide the following information as applicable and 

available. 
 
1. Nature of emergency 

 
2. Flight number or registration    
 
3. Aircraft type   

 
4. Aircraft location 

 
5. Estimated time of arrival and landing runway  

 
6. Souls on board, if known 
 
7. Fuel on board, if known 
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8. Other information as appropriate 
 
IV. Airfield Response Procedures 
 

A. Tower 
 

1. Give priority to Airport Rescue and Firefighting (ARFF) and Authority 
equipment to allow for timely response to emergency in progress 

 
2. Update Tampa ARFF Command via ground control frequency (121.7) of 

conditions as they develop, including, but not limited to when emergency 
aircraft is next to land. 

 
3. To assist the Tampa ARFF Command in locating the scene of an 

emergency, Tower personnel may refer to the grid map located in the 
Annex of Tampa International Airport’s Emergency Response Manual. 
(This manual is located in the Tower and TRACON.) 

 
B. TFR 
 

1. Upon notification of an airfield/aircraft emergency via the Netline, Tampa 
ARFF Command will advise Tower of their level of response as follows 
on ground control frequency 121.7:   

 
a. Standby Response – Alert I – ARFF crews take stand by positions in 

station ready for immediate dispatch.   
 
b. Airfield Response – Alert II – ARFF crews will dispatch to pre-

determined positions on the airfield. 
  
c. Accident Response – Alert III – ARFF crews will respond to the 

scene of the emergency to commence fire fighting and/or rescue 
operations. 

 
2. When emergency aircraft crosses the landing threshold, after receiving 

clearance from the tower, ARFF crews will follow it down the runway. 
 
3. Emergency Vehicle Positions - ARFF/Authority have the authority to 

initiate an emergency response and determine the level of response.  
ARFF/Authority shall coordinate with the Tower any change in the level 
of response.  Tampa ARFF Command will determine standby locations 
and vehicle runway positions.  All ground vehicles, including backup 
equipment, shall obtain clearance from the Tower to access any movement 
area.  
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C. Authority 

 
1. Coordinate the closure of the landing runway and any crossing runway 

with Tower personnel. 
 
2. After the emergency aircraft lands, runway will be closed for safety 

inspection.  
 
3. Authority will open the runway as soon as it is determined it is safe to do 

so. 
 
V. Communications 
 

A. The netline will be the initial method of notification. 
 
B. Check System - The Tower shall conduct daily line checks of the Net Line and 

take action in reporting any discrepancies. 
 
C. Back up – Should the daily Net Line check or any other situation reveal that the 

Net Line is not functioning properly, the following back up procedure should be 
used to communicate emergency situations from the Tower to the Net Line 
receivers. 
 
1. Tower will contact TFR Dispatch via the land line at 223-4211 and advise 

that the Net Line is out of service. 
 

2. TFR Dispatch will notify the following with all pertinent information: 
 

a. TFR Airport Fire Stations (East and West). 
 

b. Authority Communications Center via speed dial. 
 

D. After initial notification of an airfield/aircraft Alert to TFR, all information to the 
responding ARFF equipment will be via ground control frequency from Tower 
personnel.  Tampa ARFF Command will update the TFR Dispatcher via TFR 
radio frequency concerning developments and requirements or additional 
support.  In the event of ground control frequency failure, clearance for Airport 
Operations Area (AOA) movement will be via alternate Tower frequencies.  For 
complete ATC radio failure or ARFF radio failure, other communication 
methods may be used including calling the Tower at 878-2528 and as a last 
resort, Tower light gun signals may be used.   

 
E. Once an Alert Response has been initiated, the Tower, if requested by ARFF 

Command, will follow the established operating procedures for direct radio 
communications between the ARFF Incident Commander (IC), an aircraft flight 
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crew and the Tampa Air Traffic Control Tower (Tower), in accordance with the 
existing Letter of Agreement – Aircraft Rescue and Firefighting 
Communications Operating Procedures.  Tower shall give priority to the ARFF 
equipment to allow for their timely response to the Alert in progress. 

 
VI. Emergency Response Manual 
 
For all emergency response procedures not covered in this agreement, refer to the 
Emergency Response Manual - Tampa International Airport. 
 
 
 
 
 
  
Edward B. Cooley 
Senior Director of Airport Operations and Public Safety 
Tampa International Airport 
 
 
 
 
  
Laurie L. Zugay 
Air Traffic Manager 
Tampa Air Traffic Control Tower 
 
 
 
 
  
Dennis W. Jones 
Airport Fire Chief 
Tampa Fire Rescue 




